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KEY QUESTIONS
What have we heard?
What do we need to ponder and hold?
How can we continue on the synodal
path in a restorative way?





FRUITS OF LISTENING
TO THE PEOPLE OF GOD
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Listening as openness to welcome; no one excluded
Impetus towards mission, with other Christian traditions
A shared responsibility & recognition of the common
dignity of all baptized
Importance of formation, sustained by a synodal
spirituality
Importance of the liturgy, for nourishment and
communion 
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OPENING PRAYER
Adapted from “Enlarge the Space of Your Tent,” 
Working Document for the Continental Stage of the Synod

Thousands of years ago, the prophet Isaiah addressed
these words to a people living the experience of exile: 

    “Enlarge the space of your tent, 
     Spread out your tent cloths unsparingly,
     Lengthen your ropes and make firm your pegs” 

Lord, you have gathered us in this time of Synod.

You have called us to imagine the Church as a tent, 
the tent of meeting which accompanied the people on
their journey through the desert. 

https://www.prayforthesynod.va/en/



OPENING PRAYER
Adapted from “Enlarge the Space of Your Tent,” 
Working Document for the Continental Stage of the Synod

You have called us to listen,
To make room, 
To move,
To hold the uncomfortable tensions, 
And to ground our pegs, wherever we are, in your
presence and in the core of our faith.

On this Ash Wednesday, we come together and we pray:

Lord, let us trust you in this experience 
of emptying ourselves out of love, 
in order to be filled by Christ through the Holy Spirit. 

https://www.prayforthesynod.va/en/



OPENING PRAYER
Adapted from “Enlarge the Space of Your Tent,” 
Working Document for the Continental Stage of the Synod

Let us be renewed as a Church, through a deeper
relationship with you and with one another. 

Help us enter this time of discernment as “holy ground,"
for this is a time of grace, and of transfiguration. 

Come Holy Spirit: 
May you be the guide of our journey together!

https://www.prayforthesynod.va/en/
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HOLDING FOR
THIS MOMENT

Abide in the
discomfort

Keep being
synodal

Trust how
the spirit is

moving

Journey
inward
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As we enter the forty days of Lent, we pray:

Let us not rush to solutions, without accepting to sit in the
ashes, and embracing the messiness that is often life in
community together. 

Let us not rush to the language of healing, without understanding
the depth of the wound.

Let us not rush to reconciliation, without speaking of how we
can repair the breach and restore the loss.

Let us not rush to renewal, without lamenting the absence of
those who, in the Church, did not find safety, but harm.  

CLOSING PRAYER:
A Litany for Holding
Inspired by the "Litany for Those Not Ready for Healing," by Rev. Dr. Yolanda Pierce



CLOSING PRAYER
Instead, with the help of your Holy Spirit, let us pray: 

Let us empty ourselves from our drive to fix problems 
or push our agendas.

Let us expand our imagination 
of what the Church is called to be. 

Let us disarm our hearts to listen to the voices 
we find difficult to hear. 

Let us decrease, so that our sisters and brothers on the
peripheries of the Church may increase.

Let us dare to speak up for what is true and righteous. 

Let us hold, with your grace, things that seem unwieldy. 



CLOSING PRAYER
Let us acknowledge the reality that we are the Church, and
embrace our common baptismal call and co-responsibility in
mission. 

Let us trust that, with the Holy Spirit, we can discern in Synod a
path of mercy, truth, justice, and peace. 

Let us deepen our attachment to you, Head and Life of your
Church, meek and humble of heart. 

And as the Psalmist says: Lord, in your merciful love, “renew
within [us] a steadfast spirit!"

Lord, in your merciful love, “restore to [us] the joy of your
salvation!" (Psalm 51)

Inspired by the "Litany for Those Not Ready for Healing," by Rev. Dr. Yolanda Pierce



https://twitter.com/CMNEndtheDP
https://twitter.com/CMNEndtheDP
https://www.facebook.com/CMNEndtheDeathPenalty
https://www.instagram.com/cmnendthedeathpenalty/
https://twitter.com/CMNEndtheDP
https://www.facebook.com/CMNEndtheDeathPenalty
https://www.instagram.com/cmnendthedeathpenalty/

